DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

APRIL 2 - APRIL 8, 2006     JOHN 21:1-14

"THE SOVEREIGN FISHERMAN"

THE LORD'S DAY – As we continue in John’s gospel this week we come to the last chapter.  This chapter serves as an appendix at the end of the book where John answers some questions and gives a summary to the events he has recorded.  In our text we will learn how Christ, after His resurrection and even today, still cares for and provides for His own, His true disciples.  We will see His power, sovereign control, and supply demonstrated.  Read John 21:1-14.

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word this week. 
MONDAY – In verses 1-3 we are given the setting and those who would be involved in this miraculous event.  We are told that some of the disciples got together to go fishing at the Sea of Tiberius/Galilee (6:1).  The Lord had told them to go to Galilee and wait for Him to meet them there (Matthew 26:32, 28:7, 16).  Since these men were formerly fishermen by trade, they apparently occupied themselves with their former trade.  In God’s sovereign control and according to His plan we read in verse 3 that these “professional” fishermen caught nothing all night.  Even the fish of the waters of the earth are in the control of our sovereign Lord!  Read Jonah 1:17, 2:10. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord for His all-powerful, sovereign control of ALL things and also for the friendship He allows us to have in fellowship with our brothers in Him. 
TUESDAY – In verse 4 we read that after a long night of fishing with no results, Jesus came and stood on the shore but the disciples didn’t know it was Him.  It is interesting to see again the power and majesty of the Lord Jesus as He knows right where they are at all times.  Christ didn’t have to go looking for them, but He knew where they were and comes to them—read Psalm 33:13, Jeremiah 32:19, and Proverbs 15:3.  Although Christ knew where they were and saw them, they didn’t recognize Him as Jesus.  Like on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24 or with Mary Magdalene in John 20, perhaps Christ prevented them from recognizing Him until He deemed it necessary.

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that His eyes are always on us and ask Him to help you live mindful of that awesome reality.  

WEDNESDAY - In verse 5 we find Christ called out to the disciples and asked them, “Children, have you any food?”  The Greek word here for “children” is paidion which means “a child, infant, half grown boy or girl.”  It is the same word used by John in 1 John 2:13, 18 and can figuratively mean “an immature Christian.”  It is like Christ calls out to “His boys” who were young and immature and needed to grow into mature, complete, godly men.  We are clearly presented with a picture of God’s care for His children by Jesus using such a word to call out to His disciples.  What an awesome thought and an incredible “right” and “privilege” to be called a child of God.  Read John 1:12, 1 John 3:2, and Romans 8:16. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Meditate on this glorious reality that by the atoning, substitutionary death of Christ we can be God’s children.  Thank and praise Him for that today. 

THURSDAY – After Christ asks the disciples if they had any fish they answer Him, “No.”  Christ tells them to cast their net on the right side of the boat.  We read in verse 6 they obeyed Him and were not able to draw in the net because of the “multitude” of fish.  We learn some vital truths in this simple yet profound verse.  Jesus knew where the fish were.  And He also caused them to catch this multitude of fish.  We can draw some application here to the task of all disciples of Christ.  We are called, just as these men were, to be “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19).  We “fish” just as these men illustrated to us, by obeying Jesus Christ’s word.  We are commanded to go and give His Word to all men (Matthew 28:19-20).  We take heart in this fact—if we obey Christ and do His work, His way, He will bring in the fish that He has chosen to be caught. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you become a true “fisher of men”, not by your own power and schemes, but by obeying Him and by giving out His Word to the lost. 

FRIDAY – In verses 7-8 we find the disciples recognize by this miracle that it is Jesus who had given them this direction.  We read that Peter got out of the boat and, “plunged in to the sea.”  This reminds us of when Peter got out of the boat to walk on the water to Jesus in Matthew 14:25-29.  We see the excitement of these men in the statement, “It is the Lord!”  What a thrill it is for true children of Christ to see the fruit of recognizing Jesus and obeying Him.  We read that the disciples then dragged the net to shore.  They were about 100 yards from the beach, so this must have been an exciting and awesome trip back to land.  May we be faithful in our work for the Lord knowing it will yield the results that He has planned.  Read Galatians 6:9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you be a faithful servant of His by working hard and trusting Him for the results. 

SATURDAY – Our text closes in verses 9-14 where we find that the men made it to shore and found that Jesus was waiting with provision for them.  Apparently Christ had created breakfast which was there waiting on the fire (verse 9).  They brought the fish in and found that they had caught 153, yet their net “was not broken.”  Here we are reminded again that our sovereign Lord is sufficient in His supply seeing to it that the net held up in this great work.  May we remember always that Christ is our sovereign, sufficient Lord who will supply our needs, and give us the necessary means to accomplish His work as we seek Him.  Read Matthew 6:33. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Lord, may we follow You in complete devotion, understanding that in our salvation, with You as our King, we are provided for and cared for and equipped by You through Your Word and Spirit. 

